Aminoglycoside-RNA interactions.
The structural and physico-chemical parameters promoting the binding of aminoglycosides to RNAs are becoming clear. The strength of the interaction is dominated by electrostatics, with the positively charged aminoglycosides displacing metal ions. Although aminoglycosides inhibit most known ribozymes, aminoglycosides or polyamines are able to catalyze specific RNA cleavage in the absence of metal ions.